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Bismarck, and Cavour ; his difficulty was to justify
it in himself. On such occasions he went through
torments of doubt and indecision. On one
occasion, after giving his vote in the Cabinet
against an earlier opinion of his own, he tossed a
screw of paper across the table to Lord Haldane,
who, on opening it, discovered these words: <c If
I were * Honest John/ falsely so called, could I
do this ? " And nowhere, as will presently appear,
did this consciousness of responsibility press upon
him so painfully as when, in the years of retirement,
he tried to disengage himself from all complicity
in the foreign policy of the Cabinet in the years
immediately preceding the War*

If this dualism of character is the clue to Lord
Morley's political eccentricities, it is no less the key
to his attitude on religion. In an appreciation of
his literary works which he was good enough to
think adequate and just, I once wrote that " one
is sometimes tempted to think that if Mill was the
saint of rationalism, Lord Morley is its mystic, so
true it is that, as he has said of Rousseau, when any
type is intense it seems to meet and touch its
opposite/* Much might be quoted in support of
this thesis from his earlier writings, in which his
attitude often approximates most nearly to that of
Renan, the Renan of whom it was well said that he
unites the unction of the priest with the dialectic
of the grammarian. Repugnant to him though
religion was as an affair of dogma, it had a pro-
found attraction for him as an act of faith* I
recall a conversation with him at a luncheon-patty
at Flowermead, on January 6, 1921, at which